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All of the above furnaces have been abandoned. There is only
one furnace in the county now in operation, Charlotte, built by
Everson, Knap & Co., at Scottdale, in 1873, where the firm of
Everson, Macrum & Co. built a rolling-mill in the same year.

Shade furnace was built in 1807 or 1808, and was the first iron
establishment in Somerset county. It was erected on the banks of
Shade creek, about forty rods below the junction of Clear Shade
and Dark Shade creeks. David Eodger, an old resident at Shade
furnace, informs us that it was built by Gerehart & Keynolds upon
land leased from Thomas Vickroy. Being in debt, their furnace
and lease were sold by the sheriff to Ogle & Kimmell, of Somerset,
who were succeeded by Thomas Gaghegan, who gave way to one
Dunlap, when the property reverted to Thomas Vickroy. In No-
vember, 1813, we learn that Vickroy advertised Shade furnace for
sale, at a great bargain, the advertisement appearing in the Pitts-
burgh Mercury, published by John M. Snowden. A sale was effected
in 1819 to Mark Eichards, Anthony S. Earl, and Benjamin Johns,
of New Jersey, constituting the firm of Richards, Earl & Co., who
operated the furnace down to about 1830. In 1820 they built a
forge, called Shade, three-fourths of a mile below the furnace, which
was carried on by William Earl for four or five years, and afterwards
by John Hammer and others. In 1849 it made 30 tons of bars.
The furnace was continued, at intervals, by various proprietors to
the close of 1858. Daniel Weyand, Esq., of Somerset, at his cleath,
in September, 1877, was- the last owner of the property.

About 1811 Joseph Vickroy and Conrad Piper built Mary Ann
forge, on Stony creek, about five miles below Shade furnace, and
a half mile below the mouth of Shade creek. The forge was named
after Mr. Piper's wife, who was a daughter of Thomas Vickroy and
sister of Joseph Vickroy. David Livingston was subsequently
the owner of the forge, and operated it for several years. Kichard
,Geary, the father of Governor John W. Geary, was the millwright
who built the forge for the owners. We have heard that pig iron
was sometimes packed on horseback to this forge from Bedford.
county, the horses taking salt from the Conemaugh salt-works and
bar iron as a return load.

In the year 1809 or 1810 Peter Kimmell and Matthias Scott
built a forge for the manufacture of bar iron on Laurel Hill
creek, now in Jefferson township, in the western part of Somerset
county. Mr. Kimmell shortly after withdrew, and the establishment
was run by Mr. Scott. Subsequently it passed into the hands of